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Parent Access to 

Student Records

¸ Timothy W. Pilewski
Coordinator of Records
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Introduction

¸Student records are protected by the 
same law that protects all student 
records from K through 12th grade and 
beyond.  

¸Parents have always had access to the K 
through 12th grade records.

¸As a parent or guardian of a college age 
student, what rights of inspection do you 
have?

¸Weôll have the answers for you today!
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What is FERPA? (Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy 

Act of 1974), as amended?

¸FERPA is a Federal Law

¸Also known as the Buckley Amendment

¸Protects the privacy of a studentôs 
educational records

¸Applies to all educational agencies or 
institutions that receive funds under any 
program administered by the US 
Secretary of Education.
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What rights do parents have 

under FERPA?
¸FERPA gives certain rights to parents 
regarding their childrenôs educational 
records.

ïParents have rights of full access and 
inspection from K through 12th grades.

ïThese rights transfer to the student once 
he/she attends any school beyond high 
school (the secondary level); OR when the 
student reaches 18 years of age.



6/30/2008

5

Parentôs Rights, contôd.

¸Does a parent have rights to access  
grades, test scores, academic standing, 
etc?

ïNo.  FERPA states that the right of full 

access transfers to the student once the 

student enters college. 
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Parentôs Rights, contôd.

¸When may a parent access a studentôs 
education records?

ïLaw allows parental access if a student is 

claimed as a dependent on parents most 

recent federal income tax return.

ïAccess is granted to both the parent who 

claims the student as well as the parent who 

is not claiming the student.
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Parentôs Rights, contôd.

¸How can a parent access student 
information if the student is not being 
claimed by either parent for federal 
income tax purposes?

ïParent can have access only if the student is 

willing to release information.
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How can parents access 

student records?
¸Students may give their parents access 

by sharing with them their student ID 
number and PIN to access the SCOTS 
system.

ïSCOTS has information regarding 
addresses, grades, degree audit, financial 
aid, student account.

ïItôs a good place to check before you call a 
University office.
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