
The student teaching experience allows education 
students to act as both a learner and a co-teacher. For Edinboro 
University students Ashley Jones and Shawn Voyten, student 
teaching offered an invaluable opportunity to utilize the meth-
ods they learned in class.     

Jones, a Fairview native who is majoring in Special 
Education/Elementary Education, worked with second graders 
at Ridgefield Elementary, where she found that teaching strate-
gies for behavior management and strategies for working with 
special education students have been vital. “Learning that stu-
dents work well with manipulatives and concrete objects has 
been helpful,” says Jones. “The students seem to understand 
concepts more thoroughly and easily.” 
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For Voyten, a Secondary Education Social Studies student from 
Leechburg, the most helpful strategy he learned at Edinboro was the bell ringer 
method. “I found it to be a great tool for getting classes on task right away and 
allowed me to review material from previous classes,” he notes. Voyten also notes 
that his field experience prepared him well for student teaching. “It allowed me to 
see how long term planning and preparation were helpful when teaching a class. It 
also allowed me to see what some of my weaknesses were that I needed to im-
prove.”  

 During the student teaching placement, the professionals with whom 
Edinboro’s education students work provide an eye opening experience into the 
real world. “People are there to help you,” explains Jones. “They share ideas and 
ultimately want you to succeed. Working with other teachers helps to develop 
your lessons and ideas for future lessons. This way you better your education as 
well as the students’.” Voyten agrees that the cooperating teachers played an im-
portant role in his success: “They gave me valuable tips and information on how to 
get to know the students and showed me different methods that would make my 
experience successful.”  

 Both Jones and Voyten thank their student teaching placement for giving 
them the knowledge necessary to become the educators they are today. Voyten 
offers this bit of advice to future student teachers: “Be prepared and ready to go, 
but also relax. If you go into your student teaching overly anxious and nervous, you 
may have trouble adjusting. Just believe in your abilities and the methods that you 
have learned through your education classes, and you will be fine and have a good 
time.” Jones adds, “Work hard and be creative in your lessons. It will pay off. If the 
lesson is exciting for you to teach, it will be exciting for the students to learn.”  

By Ashley Weber 



Be on time EVERY DAY. Arrive at 
School early and stay late. Don’t be 
the first to leave the building. 

Be professional and courteous. 
Don’t call your cooperating teachers 
by their first names unless they spe-
cifically ask you to do that. That 
goes for the other professionals in 
the building too. 

Dress appropriately at all times. This 
includes PROFESSIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT DAYS ON CAMPUS. If you 
aren’t sure about wearing it, do not 
wear it.  

Show initiative. Ask what you can do 
to help. Don’t put off doing what 
you are asked to do. 

Don’t be afraid to ask questions if 
you don’t understand. Take notes so 
you don’t forget. 

Exchange phone numbers and email 
with your cooperating teacher so 
that you can easily contact them if 
an emergency occurs.  

Student teaching is your capstone 
experience and to do it right, it will 
take a great deal of your time.      

building and you demonstrate a 
positive attitude.  

Be present every day for student 
teaching. Don’t be absent unless 
you are sick. 

Remove all your references on Face-
book, MySpace or any similar web 
pages. Don’t assume your students 
can’t find you on the web because 
they can.  

Turn off your cell phone during 
school hours. 

Don’t text message during the 
school day or while you are at 
school. 

Show initiative. Volunteer to work 
on projects outside of your class-
room. 

Don’t wait to be asked to help or to 
share an idea.  
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Use your time wisely. Prioritize. 

Make sure that you can write lesson 
plans effectively. Complete all les-
son plans on time. Don’t wait for 
your cooperating teacher to ask for 
them. 

Be professional in discussing chil-
dren in your class. Do not partici-
pate in gossip. Remember FERPA 
guidelines. 

First impressions are lasting. Make 
sure that you are pleasant in the 
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Remember the “Blue Clappers” 

tools.  In addition, you should be well on 
your way to finalizing your portfolio. 
Incorporate multiple strategies into your 
job search—do not rely on only one ap-
proach to locating positions.  You should 
be preparing targeted mailings, attend-
ing job fairs, networking, searching voca-
tion-specific Internet sites, and utilizing 
College Central Network (Edinboro Uni-
versity’s resume referral database). 
 
Do not underestimate the value of follow
-up activities.  Once you have applied for 
a position, be certain that you place a 
follow-up telephone call.  If you have 
interviewed for a position, don’t forget 
to send a thank you letter within one or 
two days. 
 
Be willing to relocate.  Although the 
economy has suffered recently, there are 

teaching jobs available; however, you 
may have to look south or west to take 
advantage of those openings. Individuals 
who are both willing to relocate and 
certified in more than one area have a 
greater chance of finding a position. 
Persevere.  The average length of time it 
takes to find a position is three to six 
months. 
 
Finally, please remember to take advan-
tage of the resources and services avail-
able on  campus through the Center for 
Advising and Career Services.  The Center 
is located in 106 McNerney Hall.  You can 
schedule an appointment by calling  
814-732-2781. 
 
Best of luck as you begin your profes-
sional career as an educator. 

As graduation approaches, you are 
probably juggling both student teaching 
and job searching.  If you are not student 
teaching, you are probably enrolled in 
course work.  In either case, an organ-
ized approach to your job search should 
reduce your anxiety, make the best use 
of your time, and produce positive re-
sults.  The following are some tips to 
keep in mind as you begin searching: 
 
Think of your job search as a job itself.  
You must be dedicated, organized, and 
willing to invest time and effort in order 
to achieve results.  Develop a plan and 
timeline for yourself. 
 
If you have not already done so, you 
MUST finalize your resume and cover 
letter as soon as possible.  You can’t be-
gin your search without these important 
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Your completed application will then be rec-
ommended for certification to the PA Depart-
ment of Education (PDE) once the Dean of 
Education has:   

1) received verification that you have met 
all requirements;  

2) received your passing Praxis score report 
label directly from ETS.  (Please note 
that PDE does not recognize test scores 
over ten years old.);   

3) received your final grades (if completing 
a non-degree certification program); 

4) received notification of the posting of 
your degree. 

 

It generally takes 1-2 weeks to verify all infor-
mation at the close of each semester.  Your 
application will be submitted to PDE and 
within approximately 4-6 weeks you should 

It is recommended you submit your applica-
tion during the first half of your last semester 
so that a preliminary review can be com-
pleted.  If Praxis testing is not complete, 
please indicate when scores will be received.  
If you are receiving dual certification, you only 
need to fill in one certification code for #9 
(PDE Form 338G) and add a note you are 
requesting both areas of certification.  The 
office will include that information in Part B of 
PDE Form 338C.   

A $40.00 U.S. money order payable to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania must ac-
company the application.     
 

If you currently hold PA certification you do 
not need the health certificate section (#10) 
completed and you must enclose a copy of 
your certification with your application.     

Please return both the PDE 338G and PDE 
338C forms, the copy of your current certifica-
tion (if you are certified in the State of PA), 
and the money order to:                      

receive documentation of certification in PA 
directly from PDE (at the address you indi-
cated on your application).  You can also 
check the PDE website www.pde.state.pa.us 
Teacher Certification System for an update on 
the status of your certification.   
 

NOTE:  Certification information for states 
other than PA can be obtained by calling that 
state’s Department of Education or referring 
to our web site at:   Out of State Certification. 

Also, please note you will receive a letter 
signed by Edinboro’s Certifying Officer, Dr. 
Kenneth Adams, indicating completion of all 
course requirements and praxis tests.  It will 
state you have been recommended to the 
PDE for certification.  This letter can be in-
cluded in your employment applications until 
you receive your certification.   
 

Please remember this is a license issued from 
the State of Pennsylvania, Edinboro only rec-
ommends the certification is granted. 

students, offices, and on- and off-campus 
organizations. About 45 edu-
cation students attended the 
event, which took place in 
the Miller Hall gymnasium. 
Students selected outfits of 
professional clothing free of 
charge which they could use 
in their teaching placements.  

On October 20, 2008 the Future Middle 
and Secondary Educators’ organization 
(FMSE) sponsored “My Professor's Closet,” 
a program providing donations of profes-
sional clothing for education students to 
wear in their teaching placements. Guided 
by Dr. Kathleen Stevens, of the Middle and 
Secondary Education Department, this 
program gathered donations of clothing, 
accessories, and shoes from professors, 

FMSE plans on making “My Professor's 
Closet” an annual event.  So 
please keep this in mind 
when cleaning out your 
closet or shopping at yard 
sales, and look for future 
requests for donations and 
opportunities to help our 
students. 
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Certif ication Questions Answered Here . . . S u e  L a w r e n c e  

My Professor ’s Closet . . . A s h l e y  W e b e r  

HPE495 HPE Student Teaching. (Also regu-
larly teaches wellness classes HPE125 Well-
ness/Aquatic Fitness, HPE 113 Wellness/
Walking) 

Describe what aspects of student teaching 
supervision you find rewarding:   

Most rewarding: Observing EUP HPE stu-
dent teachers first-hand, presenting them-
selves and their teaching in highly profes-
sional manners, observing their successes 
and offering them relevant, positive feed-
back, assisting them however needed.  It’s 
great to see student teachers putting all 
their undergraduate prepara-
tion...knowledge, skills, and disposi-
tions...into practice in the real world of 
public school teaching. 

I also thoroughly enjoy traveling to the 

different schools/school districts in the 
area, working with the cooperating teach-
ers as well as seeing a wide variety of 
health & physical educators, and HPE pro-
grams/curricula in action...again, the real 
world in public education today. 

Name:  Patricia Davis 

Department: Health & Physical Education 

Years at EUP: At the conclusion of 2008-
2009 academic year, five years. 

Undergraduate Degree:  BS Health & 
Physical Education-Slippery Rock University 

Graduate Degree:  MS Guidance & Coun-
seling—Edinboro University of PA 

Experience in a public school setting:  36 
(!) years teaching health and physical edu-
cation in Pennsylvania public schools: 
Northgate School District K-12; Northwest-
ern School District 7-9; General McLane 
School District K-4. 

Which education classes do you regularly 
teach:  HPE 215 Pedagogy of Individual 
Activities ; HPE 405 HPE Field Experience; 
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To nominate your University 
Supervisor in the next issue please 

send us your highlight.   

University Supervisor Profi le ~~Patr ic ia  Davis 

Questions or Suggestions?  

Email Dr. Kathleen Benson:   kbenson@edinboro.edu  

 

http://www.pde.state.pa.us/
http://www.edinboro.edu/departments/student_teaching/outofstate_certification_verification.dot

