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Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ 9ǊƛŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ άǎƛǎǘŜǊ Ŏƛǘȅέ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ½ƛōƻΣ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 
the Shandong Province of China. Edinboro University President Dr. Jeremy 
Brown embraced the alliance in 2007 when he welcomed Zibo educators to 
the campus and signed an agreement with them stating that Zibo would 
accept Edinboro University (EUP) student teachers. This fall, four EUP stu-
dents - Melanie Gray, Leah Humes, William Delehunt, and Jessica Muscaro - 
will be the first to embark on this endeavor by completing six weeks of their 
student teaching in Zibo schools.  
 άL ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ DǊŀȅΣ ŀƴ 9ƭŜπ
ƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴκ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƧƻǊΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ L ŀƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 
about: watching how schools are run, observing how the teachers teach 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ /ƘƛƴŀΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴΦέ  
 IǳƳŜǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΣέ ǎƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΦέ  
 Delehunt, a Secondary Education/Physics major, chose to go abroad for several reasons. 
άtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ LΩƳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9{[ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
teaching experience. At the same time, visiting new cultures and meeting new people is a great learn-
ƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘǿƻ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ  
 Linda Kightlinger, Director of Edinboro's International Student Services, believes the Zibo 
initiative will help create more globally-minded teachers in this relatively homogeneous area of the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻǇŜƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ 
ǘǊŀƛƭōƭŀȊŜǊǎΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ  
 άL ŦŜŜƭ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ 
{ǘŀŎƛŜ ²ƻƭōŜǊǘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇŜǊπ
ǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜŀŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŎƻƴǘŀƎƛƻǳǎΦέ 
 The students are busy preparing before they depart at the end of October, reading books 
on Chinese history, studying Mandarin, and listening to podcasts about China. Muscaro has been 
spending her evenings reading CƻŘƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ DǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎΦ άLΩǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ L Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƻǇǎǘƛŎƪǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ŧƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎΗέ ǎƘŜ 
laughed. 
 The students noted how their education at EUP has prepared them for this experience.  
IǳƳŜǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜπ
partment has taught me how to think about thinking. I have been lucky to cross paths with very inspi-
Ǌŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎΦέ DǊŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘπ
ing diversity.   

5ŜƭŜƘǳƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 9¦tΩǎ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ aƛŘŘƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ 
Student Teaching Office and the Office of International Student Services have been instrumental in 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪΦ IŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ά9ŘƛƴōƻǊƻ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳπ
dents and faculty from a number of different parts of the world. You can hear a half dozen languages 
being spoken as you walk from The Towers to Alexander Hall, and that may excite an interest for 
travel in a lot of people. EUP is a mixing bowl of college students, and that alone makes people realize 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜΦέ  

       -By Ashley Weber 
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Be on time EVERY DAY. Arrive at 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƭŀǘŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
the first to leave the building. 

Be professional and courteous. 
5ƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
by their first names unless they spe-
cifically ask you to do that. That 
goes for the other professionals in 
the building too. 

Dress appropriately at all times. This 
includes PROFESSIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT DAYS ON CAMPUS. If you 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
wear it.  

Show initiative. Ask what you can do 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ 
you are asked to do. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǎƻ 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΦ 

Exchange phone numbers and email 
with your cooperating teacher so 
that you can easily contact them if 
an emergency occurs.  

First impressions are lasting. Make 
sure that you are pleasant in the 
building and you demonstrate a 
positive attitude.  

Be present every day for student 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 
you are sick. 

Remove all your references on Face-
book, MySpace or any similar web 
ǇŀƎŜǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
they can.  

Turn off your cell phone during 
school hours. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŜȄǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
school day or while you are at 
school. 

Show initiative. Volunteer to work 
on projects outside of your class-
room. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊ ǘƻ 
share an idea.  

PA G E 2  

Student teaching is your capstone 
experience and to do it right, it will 
take a great deal of your time.      
Use your time wisely. Prioritize. 

Make sure that you can write lesson 
plans effectively. Complete all les-
ǎƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
your cooperating teacher to ask for 
them. 

Be professional in discussing chil-
dren in your class. Do not partici-
pate in gossip. Remember FERPA 
guidelines. 

gin your search without these important 
tools.  In addition, you should be well on 
your way to finalizing your portfolio. 
Incorporate multiple strategies into your 
job searchτdo not rely on only one ap-
proach to locating positions.  You should 
be preparing targeted mailings, attend-
ing job fairs, networking, searching voca-
tion-specific Internet sites, and utilizing 
College Central Network (Edinboro Uni-
ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜύΦ 
 
Do not underestimate the value of fol-
low-up activities.  Once you have applied 
for a position, be certain that you place a 
follow-up telephone call.  If you have 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
to send a thank you letter within one or 
two days. 
 
Be willing to relocate.  Although the 

economy has suffered recently, there are 
teaching jobs available; however, you 
may have to look south or west to take 
advantage of those openings. Individuals 
who are both willing to relocate and 
certified in more than one area have a 
greater chance of finding a position. 
Persevere.  The average length of time it 
takes to find a position is three to six 
months. 
 
Finally, please remember to take advan-
tage of the resources and services avail-
able on  campus through the Office of 
Career Services.  The Center is located in 
Frank G. Pogue Student Center, Suite 
211.  You can schedule an appointment 
by calling 814-732-2781. 
 
Best of luck as you begin your profes-
sional career as an educator. 

As graduation approaches, you are 
probably juggling both student teaching 
and job searching.  If you are not student 
teaching, you are probably enrolled in 
course work.  In either case, an organ-
ized approach to your job search should 
reduce your anxiety, make the best use 
of your time, and produce positive re-
sults.  The following are some tips to 
keep in mind as you begin searching: 
 
Think of your job search as a job itself.  
You must be dedicated, organized, and 
willing to invest time and effort in order 
to achieve results.  Develop a plan and 
timeline for yourself. 
 
If you have not already done so, you 
MUST finalize your resume and cover 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜπ
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JOB SEARCH TIPS FOR TEACHER  CANDIDATES …  

           D r .  J o d y  G a l l a g h e r  

 
O N C E  Y O U  A R E  T H E R E  

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL STUDENT TEACHING.. .  
          D r .  K a t h l e e n  B e n s o n  

Practicum Days 
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Your completed application will then be 
recommended for certification to the PA 
Department of Education (PDE) once the 
Dean of Education has:   

1) received verification that you have 
met all requirements;  

2) received your passing Praxis score 
report label directly from ETS.  
(Please note that PDE does not rec-
ognize test scores over ten years 
old.);   

3) received your final grades (if com-
pleting a non-degree certification 
program); 

4) received notification of the posting 
of your degree. 

 

It generally takes 1-2 weeks to verify all 
information at the close of each semes-
ter.  Your application will be submitted 
to PDE and within approximately 10 
weeks you should receive documenta-
tion of certification in PA directly from 

Please click here for the detailed instruc-
tions and forms to become certified 
through Edinboro University. 

 

It is recommended you submit your ap-
plication during the first half of your last 
semester so that a preliminary review 
can be completed.  If Praxis testing is not 
complete, please indicate when scores 
will be received.  If you are receiving dual 
certification, you only need to fill in one 
certification code for Section II #2 (PDE 
Form 338G) and add a note you are re-
questing both areas of certification.  The 
University will include all areas of certifi-
cation in Section II #3 of PDE Form 338C.   

A $40.00 U.S. money order payable to 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
must accompany the application.     

 

Section III, Health Certificate (338G) is 
not required if you currently hold PA 
certification.  You must enclose a copy of 
your certification with your application.     

Please return the PDE 338G form, the 
copy of your current certification (if you 
are certified in the State of PA), and the 
money order to:                       

PDE (at the address you indicated on 
your application).  You can also check the 
PDE website 
https://www.tcs.ed.state.pa.us/   

Teacher Certification System for an up-
date on the status of your certification.   

 

NOTE:  Certification information for 
states other than PA can be obtained by 
ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀπ
tion or referring to our web site at:   Out 
of State Certification. 

 

Also, please note you will receive a letter 
ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ 9ŘƛƴōƻǊƻΩǎ /ŜǊǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ 
Dr. Jim Bolton, indicating completion of 
all course requirements and praxis tests.  
It will state you have been recom-
mended to the PDE for certification.  This 
letter can be included in your employ-
ment applications until you receive your 
certification.   

 

Please remember this is a license issued 
from the State of Pennsylvania, Edinboro 
only recommends the certification is 
granted.  Any questions, please call (814) 
732-2740.   

Miller Hall Room 108. Students selected outfits of 
professional clothing free of charge which they could 
use in their teaching placements.  

FMSE plans on making 
άaȅ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊϥǎ /ƭƻǎŜǘέ ŀƴ 
annual event.  So please 
keep this in mind when 
cleaning out your closet or 
shopping at yard sales, 
and look for future re-
quests for donations and 
opportunities to help our 
students. 

On October 23, 2009, the Future 
aƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΩ 
organization (FMSE) sponsored 
άaȅ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊϥǎ /ƭƻǎŜǘΣέ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
providing donations of professional 
clothing for education students to 
wear in their teaching placements. 
Guided by Dr. Kathleen Stevens, of 
the Elementary, Middle and Secon-
dary Education Department, this 
program gathered donations of 
clothing, accessories, and shoes 
from professors, students, offices, 
and on- and off-campus organiza-
tions.  The event took place in 
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A Mutually Beneficial Experience: 
Student Teaching for a Professional Development School 

 
Many colleges and universities throughout the United States enjoy cordial working relationships with public schools. 

/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ όt5{ύ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ 
prepare future educators, provide current teachers with ongoing professional development, encourage student learning, and 
promote exploration of education-related issues. EUP has the benefit of this special partnership with three urban PDS institu-
tions in Erie: Pfeiffer-Burleigh Elementary School, Roosevelt Middle School, and Strong Vincent High School. The program serves 
as a mutually beneficial relationship for student teachers and the schools. 9¦tΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
joint venture and engage in the school and local community while helping to advance equity within schools. The objectives of 
the affiliation are: 

 
ω to increase the test performances and real skills and knowledge of students in Pfeiffer-Burleigh Elementary School, Roose-

velt Middle School, and Strong Vincent High School and  
ω  to increase the knowledge base and clinical skills of EUP teacher candidates so that they are prepared to work effectively 

in schools with large numbers of children of poverty.       

University Supervisor Dr. Virginia 
McGinnis  

Dr. Virginia McGinnis obtained her undergraduate 
and graduate degrees from EUP and then went on to achieve 
her Ed.D from the University of Pittsburgh. Now an EUP em-
ployee for 15 years, she is the director of the PDS partnership. 
άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
a closer bond with the co-operating teacher, supervisor and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣέ 5ǊΦ aŎDƛƴƴƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘΦ ά!ǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
many student teachers and field students assigned to a PDS 
school, there are greater opportunities for collaboration and cooperative teach-
ing. Currently at Pfeiffer-Burleigh, several student teachers have worked to-
gether to design bulletin boards, coach basketball, and co-ǘŜŀŎƘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣέ ǎƘŜ 
added.  

As a student teaching supervisor, Dr. McGinnis finds watching her 
students develop into successful teachers and observing their creative lessons to 
ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ Ŏƻ-operating (faculty) teachers also report how 
ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

Cooperating Teacher David McDonald 
David McDonald has worked as a cooperating teacher for 

four years with EUP student teachers at Roosevelt Middle School. As 
an educator in an urban district, Mr. McDonald recognizes the par-
ǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ άhǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ 
structured environment where they feel unthreatened but clearly 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 
each child individually and try to figure out what they can handle 
ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 
work with Mr. McDonald receive valuable experience that prepares  
ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ άL ǘŜƭƭ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ΨƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǘŜŀŎƘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΣΩέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 

Mr. McDonald finds mentoring EUP student teachers to be 
ŀ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ άL ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƛƎƛŘΣ ǘƛƳƛŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōŜπ
ŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀ 
point where they can stray away from the lesson plan and take ad-
vantage of the environment that day and just teach a meaningful 
lesson that is not step-by-step...Just watching them transform from a 
Ǌƻōƻǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΦέ 

 
   -By Ashley Weber 

Former EUP student and Current 
First Year Teacher Annakaye Gier 
 Annakaye Gier has been a part of the 
t5{ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ 9¦tΩǎ t5{ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀπ
tions: Pfeiffer Burleigh Elementary School in the 
spring of 2009 for student teaching and currently 
as a first-year teacher at Strong Vincent High 
School. For her student teaching experience in the 
spring, she utilized teaching strategies that she 
ƘŀŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ 9¦tΦ άhƴŜ 
teaching strategy that was very successful at Pfeif-
fer Burleigh was cooperative teaching between the 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ άL 
had the privilege of creating lessons and implementing adapted assess-
ments with the help of the regular education teacher. It was not only bene-
ficial to the students in the classroom who were labeled as special educa-
tion; all of the students benefited from having two teachers in the class-
room who could approach topics in different ways for each student to get a 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ 
 Student teaching in an urban setting was a benefit to Ms. Gier. 
ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
experiences gave me a good idea of where I would like to teach, as well as 
ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƭŜǾŜƭΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ aǎΦ DƛŜǊ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǎ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ 
may hear many different things about the schools you are entering, but 
everywhere you go, it can only be as good as you make it, so enter each 
placement enthusiastically and with an open mind. If you have a stressful 
and difficult day, do not worry because tomorrow is a new day that will be 
ƎǊŜŀǘΗέ  

Current EUP Student Teacher 
Brent Swain 
 This fall, EUP student Brent Swain is com-
pleting his student teaching experience in a fourth 
grade class at Pfeiffer Burleigh Elementary School. He 
has been using teaching methods that he learned in 
Ƙƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
ǎǘȅƭŜǎΦ ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ 9ŘƛƴōƻǊƻΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
would benefit my teaching to gather as much infor-
Ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
and use that information to adapt a lesson plan 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ 
have different learning styles and are all at different learning levels. So, by 
adapting my lessons to the students, they are more likely to learn and 
ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦέ 
 aǊΦ {ǿŀƛƴ ŦƛƴŘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ t5{ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ άLŦ 
you are a young college student, this experience will open your eyes to 
the underprivileged youth in our city. These students are coming from 
various backgrounds and family structures. They need a safe and caring 
environment to come into each day, and we have the opportunity to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ά!ǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ 
ideas, activities, and enthusiasm into the classroom. We can also begin to 
create a dream for these kids and have them starting to believe they can 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ  
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The National Middle School Asso-

ciation (NMSA) and the International Read-

ing Association (IRA) wrote a joint position 

ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎΩ 

literacy learning. The paper discusses the 

critical need to help young adolescents 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ άŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

will serve them well for the rest of their 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦέ aŀƴȅ ŜŘǳŎŀπ

tors consider reading to be a subject that is 

only addressed in Language Arts class-

rooms, but it is important to change the 

paradigm to consider reading as a tool for 

learning in all subject areas. The purpose of 

this article will be focusing on the impor-

tance of teaching vocabulary across the 

curriculum areas and in particular share a 

strategy that is easy to use and very effec-

tive, content area word walls. 

In order to effectively instruct 

students in content areas, we must remem-

ber that learning vocabulary counts. Kids 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

must comprehend 75% of the ideas and 

90% of the vocabulary of a content area 

reading text to read it an instructional 

level. Many teachers have student s look 

up words in a dictionary or glossary from a 

list, in fact that is the number one strategy 

that teachers use for teaching vocabulary. 

This strategy, however, is not recom-

mended because definitions do not provide 

enough useful information for students. 

Sometimes the definition the students 

choose (usually the first one) is the wrong 

one or the definition they find may not 

make sense to them. In addition, many 

dictionary entries do not provide examples 

of how the word is used in a sentence. 

Although parents and teachers urge stu-

dents to look up unknown words in a dic-

tionary, dictionary definitions are most 

useful after a person already knows the 

meaning of the word. 

There is a strong relationship 

between vocabulary and reading compre-

hension. Researchers believe that one of 

the strong contributing factors to the liter-

acy crisis in the United States among mid-

dle school students is the lack of direct 

teaching of vocabulary in content area 

subjects. The notion that it is too late to 

dents have had experiences with the first 

ǘǿƻ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƭŜǾŜƭΦέ  όaǎΦ 

Shirley Winschel, Math Instructor at Wal-

nut Creek Middle School).   Additionally, 

middle school students are able to clearly 

articulate their thoughts about the benefits 

of classrooms where word walls are util-

ized.  Recently, when queried about the 

ǿƻǊŘ ǿŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ aǎΦ ²ƛƴŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ 

seventh grade students had these com-

ƳŜƴǘǎΥ  άLǘ ƛǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ 

to look over there and see the words we 

ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘΤέ ŀƴŘ άLǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƳŜ 

what I know, what I should know, and what 

I need to study. 

In closing, research and best 

practice for the middle level learner sup-

port the need to incorporate literacy 

strategies across all content areas.  There-

fore, we encourage all teachers at all edu-

cational levels, and of every subject area, 

to routinely integrate literacy strategies 

into their instruction.  Consider utilizing the 

word wall strategy in our classroomsτit is 

a low prep, high yield activity for students. 

ω ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

words related to a unit of study. Ask: What 

are the essential vocabulary words for stu-

dents to comprehend the content? What 

words are new content terms? 

ω ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƘŀƴƎǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ 

butcher paper on a bland wall in the class-

room. You can also use a large pocket chart 

and display the words adding the title of 

the unit at the top of the word wall. It is 

best to alphabetize these words so that 

students can find the one(s) they are look-

ing for easily. 

ω LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǿŀƭƭΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘπ

ers introduce the word wall to students 

before they read the content. Teachers 

pronounce each word correctly. Then stu-

dents can rehearse and discuss the mean-

ings of the words through a variety of vo-

cabulary activities. 

ω ²ƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

unit, students may suggest additional 

άƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 

ω {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǿŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ 

support their writing, they see it and can 

use it when they are writing lab reports, 

reading logs, or working on projects. 
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teach students to read well in middle and 

high school is rapidly losing ground. Con-

sider the following facts.   

-Research on literacy develop-

ment of adolescents reveals that literacy 

skills of low-performing students can im-

prove significantly with intensive, compre-

hensive instruction including vocabulary. 

-There are a large number of 

technical words and concepts in each con-

tent area. Specific words are used to con-

vey concepts, facts and generalizations. 

Students need to understand these words 

in order to comprehend the material. 

-Word learning is a complex task. 

The average students in the middle grades 

must acquire 3,000 new words yearly in 

order to stay current with each succeeding 

grade level. 

There are many strategies for 

teaching vocabulary. Sometimes content 

area teachers think that teaching vocabu-

lary is overly time consuming, but teaching 

vocabulary is actually teaching content as 

well. Remember that students need to 

interact with a word at least 10 times be-

fore they recognize it automatically. In this 

newsletter, we will share with you a strat-

egy that can be used for every new unit of 

study in your content area, content area 

word walls.  Word walls were initially used 

in primary classrooms to give students 

repeated exposure to words, but content 

area word walls are also very effective in 

middle and high school classrooms as well. 

 In order to emphasize the rele-

vance of using word walls across the con-

tent areas, having teacher and student 

testimonials is valuable evidence of how 

powerful the word wall strategy is in order 

to positively impact middle school students 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

the foundation concepts with the correct 

vocabulary.  A word wall is a great visual 

for keeping the vocabulary constantly avail-

able to students.  Given the foundational 

vocabulary and the opportunity to discuss 

math concepts, students are now ready to 

engage in written tasks related to the math 

topics of study.  The quality of written com-

munication improves dramatically if stu-

ST U D E N T T E A C H I N G N E W S &  V I E W S 

Content Area Word Walls: A Great Strategy for Supporting 

Middle School Students Vocabulary Learning…..Dr. Kathleen Benson 

Questions or Suggestions?  

Email Dr. Kathleen Benson:   kbenson@edinboro.edu  

 


